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January 13, 2022 Dinner Meeting 
The third meeting of the ASHE Mid-Allegheny Section 
2021-2022 program was held at the Rustic Lodge. 
 
Following a welcome by Section President William Ferko, 
P.E. and dinner, Brian Krul, P.E., PTOE and Rob Pitassi, 
P.E., CBSI with TranSystems presented on the PA 53 Lilly 
and Cassandra Arch Culvert Rehabilitations located in 
Cambria County.  Both culverts are historic masonry arch 
culverts that were constructed in 1832 and were listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1988.  
Deficiencies for both culverts included deteriorated or 
missing mortar, displaced masonry stones, water 
seepage, and exposed timber foundations on the Lilly 
Culvert. Challenges included rehabbing the culverts in a 
manner that would maintain their historical integrity while 
satisfying current safety standards and improving the 
adjacent intersection geometries, and providing for 
emergency responders at both locations during 
construction.  Coordination meetings based on the Section 
106 process were held with PennDOT, National Parks 
Services, Allegheny Ridge Corporation, and PHMC.  The 
proposed improvements to the culverts and surrounding 
intersections, along with adding items such as interpretive 
signing and historic photo documentation, yielded a ‘No 
Adverse Effect’ finding and enabled the culverts to 
advance towards construction.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian Krul (left) and Rob Pitassi (right) 
  
 
The Mid-Allegheny Section thanks Brian and Rob for their 
presentation, which included a variety of interesting 
historical information and several interesting pictures of the 
culverts both before and during construction, and for 
sharing their thoughts on this project. 

 
 

 

 
Brian Krul (left), Rob Pitassi (middle) and Bill Ferko (right) 

 
Mid-Allegheny News 
 
2021 ASHE Mid-Allegheny Outstanding Highway 
Engineering Awards 
The ASHE Mid-Allegheny Section will again be sponsoring 
Outstanding Highway Engineering Awards for projects in 
which construction was completed in 2021.  More 
information and applications will be sent to the 
membership by email and will be available on the Section 
website in the near future.  The applications are due by 
February 28, 2022. 
 
Fall 2022 Scholarships 
The ASHE Mid-Allegheny Section will again be sponsoring 
a scholarship program for the Fall 2022 semester. 
Scholarships will be provided for students seeking both 
two-year and four-year degrees related to CADD, 
engineering technology, engineering design, and civil 
engineering.  Applicants must be residents of the state of 
Pennsylvania. More information and scholarship 
applications will be sent to the membership by email and 
will be available on the Section website in the near future. 
The applications must be postmarked by April 1, 2022. 
 

Volunteering Opportunity 
The Conemaugh Valley Conservancy is planning for the 
long-term maintenance of the 15-mile West Penn Trail 
between Blairsville and Saltsburg. This hiking and biking 
facility is located along the border of Westmoreland and 
Indiana Counties and features several historic stone arch 
bridges within the Conemaugh River Lake flood control 
reservoir. The CVC is seeking volunteers to participate in 



  

 

 

 

The Mid-Allegheny Minutes 

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF HIGHWAY ENGINEERS Mid-Allegheny Section February 2022 
 

 
For more information: www.midallegheny.ashe.pro              Page:  2 of 2 

We sincerely thank all of our Members and 
Sponsoring Firms for your continued 

support of the Section. 
 

the special repair projects as well as routine maintenance, 
including possible design work. They are particularly 
looking for volunteers with an engineering background to 
provide assistance. Please contact Laura Hawkins at (724) 
858-0463 to learn more. 
 
 

Upcoming events include: 
 
 Dinner meeting on March 17, 2022 at 5:30 PM at the  

Rustic Lodge with a presentation on The Good, The 
Bad and The Ugly – District 10 Construction Project 
Review 2021 by Paul Koza, P.E., PennDOT District 10 
Assistant District Executive – Construction. 

 
 ASHE Mid-Allegheny Golf Outing at Lenape Heights 

tentatively scheduled for Friday June 3, 2022.  More 
information will be available in the near future. 

 
 ASHE National Conference from May 12-15, 2022 in 

Columbus, OH 
 
 
 
Additional information on the events above can be 
found on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook and LinkedIn.  
 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/ASHE-Mid-Allegheny-
371654143573335 
 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14045035/ 
 
 

Contact the ASHE Mid-Allegheny Section 
Website: www.midallegheny.ashe.pro 
Email: ashe.midallegheny@gmail.com 
 

 
If you have comments or suggestions related to presentations, 
meetings, or this newsletter, please forward a brief e-mail to the 
effect.  Our board welcomes feedback so we can better serve 
our membership and industry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


